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The bright green sward at our feet, was
animated by crowds of natives, arrayed in
all those brilliant colours in which the
gala costume of Asiatics is so peculiarly
rich. Many were on foot, others mounted
on elephants and camels, whilst a few of
the white-bearded elders had taken refuge
with the women and children, in little
clumsy two-wheeled bullock-carts, covered
with gaudy draperies of scarlet and yellow
cloth.

His Highness the Rao, was mounted on
a large grey horse of the celebrated Katti-
war breed, decorated with crimson hous-
ings, silken reins, and silver necklaces;
but, as if all this bravery was insufficient
for the notable occasion, the good steed's
tail was dyed a most brilliant carmine co-
lour, to complete the effect of a grand
toilette ; fortunately, the care bestowed by
his Highness's grooms, seemed fully ap-
preciated by the delighted spectators.

The Rao was attired in a superb green
and gold turban, a Doputta, or body-cloth